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MCSE: HOUSE BILL TACKLES ENERGY AFFORDABILITY
Bill would lower electric and gas bills while providing greater flexibility to ensure reliability
and drive sustainable clean energy progress

Boston, MA —The Massachusetts Coalition for Sustainable Energy (MCSE) congratulated the
House and Chair Mark Cusack, Joint Committee on Telecommunications, Utilities, and Energy,
for authoring An Act Relative to Energy Affordability, Clean Power, and Economic
Competitiveness. This proposal would take critical steps to make energy more affordable,
reliable and sustainable.

“At a time when electricity and heating costs have nearly doubled over the past decade and our
emissions mandates are increasingly out of reach, this bill takes decisive action to confront
these realities, protect ratepayers and strengthen our competitiveness, while keeping
Massachusetts on track toward a cleaner energy future,” said MCSE lead organizer Bill Ryan.
“We commend Governor Maura Healey for her ‘all-of-the-above’ strategy — and Chair Cusack
for his leadership in building upon that vision.”

The bill modernizes the state’s Mass Save program to focus on cost-effectiveness and energy
efficiency. It would also shift Massachusetts’ short-term emissions targets from mandates to
advisory goals — maintaining the 2050 net-zero objective while allowing flexibility to protect
households and businesses. And it would create an affordability and competitiveness standard
to ensure the Commonwealth’s emissions efforts will not impose unreasonable adverse
impacts on the cost or availability of energy. According to data from
www.whatsinmyelectricbill.com, at least 15 separate renewable energy, greenhouse gas and

other programs now account for 25% of the average ratepayer bill.

“We are facing a new energy reality,” said Rick Sullivan, former Energy and Environmental
Affairs Secretary under Democratic Governor Deval Patrick and currently CEO of the Economic
Development Council of Western Massachusetts. “Not only are energy costs harming
consumers and businesses alike, but the combination of slow progress and our looming
emissions mandates are forcing us to create bad policy that only makes the cost problem


http://www.whatsinmyelectricbill.com/
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worse.” Data from ISO-New England, the region’s grid operator, finds that only 15% of

electricity comes from renewable sources. Further, projects totaling at least 2,000 MW of
renewable energy have been delayed or canceled by the Trump Administration.

“New energy codes and electrification mandates have increased construction costs and slowed
development — especially for affordable housing,” said Greg Vasil, CEO of the Greater Boston
Real Estate Board. “Chair Cusack’s bill will reverse that trend, ease construction costs and
support the housing production Massachusetts desperately needs.”

"We applaud Chair Cusack and the House for boldly protecting Massachusetts consumers by
offering meaningful reforms that will generate real energy cost savings at a time when
everything is more expensive,” said Brooke Thomson, President and CEO of Associated
Industries of Massachusetts. “This legislation directly confronts the harsh realities of our
climate policy decisions and ensures the Commonwealth is set up for long-term success in
meeting these climate goals. Massachusetts energy costs are some of the highest in the nation
and at a time when the costs of running a business and raising a family are daunting to our
employers and families, legislation like this is exactly what the Commonwealth needs to ensure
we remain a place where everyone can afford to live, raise a family and open a business. Chair
Cusack's legislation balances realistic climate policies with real savings that keep the lights on."

“Governor Healey is wise to express concerns about the cost of energy,” said Harry Brett,
international representative for the United Association of Plumbers, Pipefitters and Sprinkler-
fitters of Massachusetts. “The time has come to re-think our approach to energy in a
comprehensive way that lowers costs and protects working families and our most vulnerable
populations.”

About the Mass Coalition for Sustainable Energy:

Representing nearly two dozen of the Commonwealth's largest business, employer, housing,
labor, Chamber, and trade associations, the Massachusetts Coalition for Sustainable Energy
believes climate change is real and that the Commonwealth must lead on this issue. We share
the goal of providing sustainable energy to the Commonwealth, protecting our environment,
and keeping our economy strong. We also believe in a Massachusetts energy future that puts
us on a responsible path to net zero by 2050 — and that we must address climate change with a
data-driven, science-based approach that balances the demand for clean energy with the
realities of increasing demand.
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